10 ESSENTIAL WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS

10.

PIRTY DON'T MATTER. You need 1o be Frepared To get dirfy. Your shot is important, and your clothes will wash.
This is nof for you iF you're scared of getting wet or dirty. Be Prepﬁmd tolicina Furldle iF that’s where you need to be

To make the shot work.

EYE-LEVEL. When it comes to animals, you really need the camera fo be at the same level as the subjecf. Shots of birds

from below or animals from above don’t work- we always see them from that perspective. Megting aye-level pults us

in the shot with them.

COMPOSITION. Be aware of the background. Be aware of where in the shot your subjecf is. Pe parl’icular{lj GWEre
of where it's facing. Facing Left, posifion it on the right and vice versa. Placing a figure on the left that is facing right
gives a feeling of hope and positivity, on the right facing leftis thoughthul, reflective, or nostalgic.

YOWRE YOUR AUPIENCE. Take Phofas YOU like. T€you like the piclure you 're Taking, you're more likely o take

care both at the time, and with the aHar-work. IF you can’t love your work, you can't expect other Peoplc to.

MANUAL A5 MUCH AS POSS. Using auto may be aasier, but only by using manual can you control your shot. At
the very least, use manual for focus. A lot of things can be changed on the compuler in processing, but refocusing

can't,

USE RAW. Tf possiblc, shoot in RAW mode. There are many benefits, but the most useful is that you can undo any
changes you make even years later. Preferences change over fime, and the same is for what changes you like to make

posT—production. In RAW you can redo them without having to save a copy of the original first.

WASTE SHOTS. Expect 1o Take a hundred pics for eveny gaad one. Animals are unpmdicfﬁble, weather is
unpredictable. T you get three or Four decent shots from & day’s shooting, you're doing alright.

PON'T PELETE. No matter how bad the shot, don’t delete it. Firstly, you can learn from mistakes. IF you reqularly g0
through your shots, being reminded of the dodgy ones helps you remember not to repeat them. You can also try and

work out what went wrong— whether it was somathing you did, or the world around you.

LEAVE THE SCREEN ALONE. Don't keep checking your pictures in—camera. Bes ides wasting batlery, you could
wiss & shot. Check them when you have a braak, or finish, or at homa. The truth is, these pics are done- you can't do

anything about them now.

APPRECIATE. Every so often, give yourself five minutes off, just o 1ake in, enjoy and appreciate your surroundings
and your subject. In direct contradiction to TiP 9, don’t strass if you miss 4 qood shot. It's important fo remind yourself

of what you're celebrafing with your Photos.



